
Greetings from Mérida — Yucatan, Mexico.
Grace and peace to all of our brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are Luis and Marcia Coto writing to 
let you know what is new for Grace Ministries International and our next steps of faith as a family.

About Us
We are two children of God serving as  
missionaries from Costa Rica to Mexico.  
We have been married for 27 years and  
we have a daughter named Valentina.  
She is 25 years old and lives in Costa Rica.

The beginning of our ministry started in 
Heredia, Costa Rica where we planted 
two churches only by the grace of God. In 
the first church, we served for eight years 
working towards making disciples pre-
pared to share the message of Jesus with 
others using the strategy of the Apostle Paul — 2 Timothy 2:2.

The second church started in a house with some disciples from the first 
church plant. 

We followed the same strategy—evangelizing the unbeliever, edifying the 
believer, equipping the disciple and sending the worker. We were with 
this new church for three years.

Currently, we have been serving in Mexico for seven years. We arrived in 
the State of Querétaro helping local churches in training on how to “be and 
make disciples” studying the strategy of Christ in Paul. In the year 2020, God 
moved us to the State of Yucatan which gave us an other opportunity to 
serve in local churches training selected young people through discipleship 
so that they, in turn, would invest their lives in others.

For the last three years we have also been members of Comunidad Bíblica 
de la Gracia (Grace Bible Community—a church in Costa Rica affiliated 
with GMI). We consider this our home church in Costa Rica. At the same 
time, we have been studying in Grace Bible Institute which was founded 
in collaboration with Grace Bible Community and GMI in 2006. We are also 
friends with the Cordero family: Marta and Aarón and Adela as well as with 
Emiliano and Raquel Seravalli and Alvaro and Mauren Barrantes. All of them 
are GMI team members who have also studied at Grace Bible Institute.

Next Steps of  
Faith in Mexico!
We have great NEWS to share with 
you. We have joined the GMI team 
to plant the first church affiliated 
with GMI in Mexico! We are pray-
ing for what God will do in Mexico 
through GMI as well as our family 
as we plant a church that teaches 
and models God’s grace.

Why Plant a Church  
in Mexico!
In these seven years living in  
Mexico, we are aware of the  
need to plant a church that  
reflects God’s grace, and being 
able to teach about the mystery 
and dispensation of grace which 
were revealed to the Apostle Paul. 
We want to explain the Scriptures 
clearly and teach the life of Jesus 
along with the daily application of 
the Word of God in our lives.

We know that God’s love compels 
us to preach and teach about 
Jesus Christ. We will start in the 
city of Mérida taking advantage 
of what God has given us these 
two years in this state: His grace, 
friendships, cultural adaptation, 
connections and contacts.
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Location of Mérida – Yucatan
The State of Yucatan is located in southeast Mexico 
in the northern part of the Yucatan Peninsula. It is 
bordered to the north and west by the Gulf of Mexico, 
to the southeast by the State of Quintana Roo and 
to the southwest by the State of Campeche. The 
capital is the city of Mérida—where we live and 
serve. Yucatan has a very flat topography and is 
located very close to sea level. At its hottest, during 
April and May, the temperature can reach 100 degrees 
or more. Mérida’s climate is hot and humid which 
makes for a real adventure!

Church Planting Strategy
Because of the experience that God has given us 
with planting previous churches, we want to continue 
with the strategy of Jesus that we see in the calling 
of the Apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 5:7, 2 Timothy 2:2, 
Acts 20:19–20, 31). These will be our guide verses as 
we serve the future members of a new church plant. 
These guide verses also direct us towards one-on-one 
discipleship and home Bible studies groups. In the 
same way, we want to teach them to “Evangelize, 
Edify, Equip and Send” with the faith the Lord is 
going to add to those who will know and experience 
Christ and His grace. In following this strategy, we are 
excited to plant the first church that teaches God’s 
grace affiliated with GMI in Mexico!

We need your prayers and your fellowship to be able to work in this effort together. We are so excited to be part of 
what God is already doing. Please join together with us to expand the message of God’s grace in Mexico.

With love,

Luis and Marcia Coto
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  

be with you all. Amen.
1 Thessalonians 3:18
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