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Hodgsons’ Update
The

Missionary life in Paraguay

Cory, Kim, Naomi, Elijah, and Timothy

Over a month ago we saw some serious 
needs in our community that needed to 
be addressed. There were kids and fami-
lies going hungry in our city, and mem-
bers of the congregation were going 
without medical care and other needs 
due to lack of available work and funds. 
We brought this need to our support-
ers, and the response has been hugely 
encouraging. For nearly a month now, 
we have been supporting a community 
food program run by a fellow believer 
in the San Miguel neighborhood. It is a 
very poor community along the Paraná 
River, with many kids and families 
without enough to eat. The program 
provides lunches Monday through Friday 
for the kids, and a snack on Saturday 
afternoon. We have been able to take 
advantage of the Saturday snack time 
and bring a team from church each Sat-
urday afternoon to sing, play games, and 
tell Bible stories to the kids. It has been 
very interesting as most of the kids’ first 
language is a mixture of Guarani and 
Spanish called jopara. Cory was also able 
to do a Bible study with the adults in the 
same area, many of whom are parents 
of the kids who benefit from the food 
program.

Our kids are mostly fine, although 
the quarantine and lockdowns have 
taken their toll. Timothy’s Spanish has 
regressed, being away from his teachers 
and classmates, and that is a concern as 
he will be starting the first grade in Feb-
ruary. Elijah’s Spanish has also suffered, 
but not to the same degree. Naomi has 
been challenged by a heavy class load 
(including physics, mathematical logic, 
and chemistry) and most everything is 
solely in Spanish. We are proud of all 
three kids and their hard work. Please 
pray that they will be able to go back 
to school in person at the beginning of 
next year. 

Cory’s Krav Maga
students

Kids at the food program waiting for their afternoon meal

Quarantine ministry
via Zoom!

Dear Friends,

Spring has sprung in Paraguay. What 
does spring look like here? Glad you 
asked. This year, spring has brought us 
scorching, triple-digit temperatures, 
wildfires galore, and a few scorpions. 
The year 2020 has been quite the year 
for everyone. The quarantines here 
are slowly loosening up, and it looks 
like the bridge between Paraguay and 
Brazil may be opening soon. The kids 
only have a little less than two months 
until their summer break, we will be 
glad to put this school year in the rear-
view mirror.

Ministry has changed in the last six 
months. What used to be face-to-face 
meetings has been replaced by Zoom 
(pictured below right). Our wor-
ship services were livestreamed on 
Facebook. Our fellowship with other 
believers has been minimal, and the 
Body of Christ is suffering as a result 
of the isolation. This past Sunday, we 
were finally allowed to have in-person 
church services again, and we wel-
comed around 40 adults. We had a 
great time of fellowship, and it was a 
blessing to see our dear friends after 
so long. Please pray that the people of 
Paraguay will return to their churches, 
rebuild their fellowship, and continue 
spreading the Gospel to the lost.



Here are some
prayer requests:

• For the kids and their final exams 
 coming up soon
• For our church here that we can 
 revitalize the community after a 
 long absence
• For the food program, that we can 
 reach people for Christ and meet 
 their physical needs
• For our colleagues, the Menors 
 and the Gularts, that they will be  
 able to return to Paraguay soon
• For Naomi’s overall health and that
 we will see results from the rheu-
 matoid arthritis treatment
• For Timmy as he has been suffer-
 ing from acid reflux. We have seen 
 a gastroenterologist and are trying 
 dietary changes/restrictions before 
 pursuing more testing.

Timmy getting a bedtime story from Grandma

Abia and Jeremias. He needs glasses, medicine, and 
multiple other medical procedures.
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Since things have started opening again, Cory has started teaching a self-defense course 
called Krav Maga which is pictured on the front page. People from the church and out-
side of the church are participating in the twice-weekly classes. Please pray that we can 
use this opportunity to positively impact the community.

Please praise the Lord with us for:

• Cory’s Spanish getting to the point where he can teach and preach
• New neighbors across the street who are open to a relationship with us. Timmy has 
 been enjoying playing with their son.
• The overwhelming response from supporters for the needs in our community and 
 church family
• Our support level being where it should be. With all the other stressors this year, it 
 has been great to have that burden lifted!

Laura teaching the kids a Bible verse

“Cory was also able to do a 

Bible study with the adults in 

the same area, many of whom 

are parents of the kids who

benefit from the food program.”


