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“He has made everything beautiful in its time.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11a) 

“What are we doing here?” It was a timely question for Miguel Méndez to ask at a recent meeting of the steer-
ing committee for our new Centro Bíblico de la Gracia (Grace Bible Center). Weekly meetings of this group of 
six – five young professionals and Frosty – have produced a solid foundation for a new training institution to 
prepare future Christian leaders in Bolivia. But the task still seems overwhelming. So what are we doing here?

“We can be assured,” Miguel reminded the team, “that God has placed each of us here at this time to accom-
plish His purposes, whatever those purposes may be.” During an evening in which we discussed the challenge 
of complying with government paperwork, it was important 
to remember our calling to this task is from the Lord, who will 
faithfully give the wisdom and strength to meet the chal-
lenges that lie ahead. 

Honestly, in addition to exciting developments and blessings, 
we have faced frustrations and some unexpected surprises 
since our last prayer letter.

GOVERNMENT PAPERWORK AND TAXES
New government regulations, enacted in 2013 and gradually 
enforced since then, have caught most non-profits unpre-
pared. All but a few evangelical missions and denominations 
have found themselves without tax-exempt status and facing 
a two-year deadline to refile for government legal standing 
with updates to their constitution and bylaws.

We are thankful for an excellent Christian lawyer who is both knowledgeable of the laws and operates with 
high integrity. Our initial paperwork has been filed and we are praying for approval by the end of 2018. Until 
then we and the vast majority of evangelical groups find ourselves without tax-exempt status.

We are not alone in this predicament. Though taxes on our two mission-owned properties were considerable, 
it was nothing compared to the assessment on land owned by the Misión Evangélica Bethesda (MEB), our 
Bolivian denomination. Thanks in part to a generous gift, these tax bills were covered, but in the meantime all 
other projects have ground to a halt – including the MEB’s commitment to furnish the training center building.

CENTRO BIBLICO DE LA GRACIA
Our hope six months ago was to occupy the new training facility early this year. 
God’s timing has been different from ours, but it has been good. For a variety of 
reasons, completion of the new facility has not been on schedule. This has been a 
major frustration for all of us, including the builders.

Without the pressure of an immediate start though, the committee has been free to 
develop a long-term vision and future plan of study. Month-long modules are sched-
uled for the second half of 2018 with a desire to begin a full schedule of classes in 
2019. 
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Cathy and Rosio have been mutually encouraged as
they study God’s Word together

An earlier start would have also put us on wrong legal footing. Though in years past this training facility could 
operate under the MEB, the government now insists that any educational institution must have its own sepa-
rate legal standing. The delay prevented us from putting the MEB and our ministry under observation by gov-
ernment authorities. Again, we are thankful for our lawyer who will guide us through the registration process.

EQUIPPING GOD’S PEOPLE TO SERVE
As we wait for God’s timing in future areas of ministry, we are blessed to see the Lord working in the lives of 
individuals today through teaching and discipleship ministries.

Much of Frosty’s focus is strengthening pastors and leaders in their knowledge of Scripture. Each Friday eve-
ning for three months a group of pastors gather for a concentrated two-hour class on dispensational theology. 
On Tuesday evening he meets with a men’s group from La Gracia Church to study and discuss practical applica-
tions of their doctrinal statement. Twice monthly he hosts students who are studying theology at other institu-
tions as they search for biblical answers to theological questions.  

Cathy is involved in a number of activities, including participating in a weekly women’s Bible study at Emanuel 
Church and ministering to and through the MEB’s women’s committee. She is most thankful for opportunities 
to disciple women like Rosio, a young woman with a servant’s heart who desires to be used by the Lord in the 
lives of family members and others. 

We thank God for the assurance that He has placed us here, at this very time, to accomplish the purposes He 
has for us. Please join with us in praying for:

 Additional missionaries to teach in the Centro Bíblico de la Gracia.
 The planning and development of future classes.
 Wisdom as we interact with individuals in discipleship settings.
 The advancement of our paperwork with the government.
 Unity in the MEB as they weather their current financial crisis.

We thank the Lord for your prayers and interest in the God’s work in Bolivia. If you are interested in more cur-
rent news through our monthly email update, please contact us at frosty.hansen@gracem.org. 

Serving for His glory,
Frosty and Cathy Hansen

These theology students meet twice monthly to discuss
biblical answers to theological questions


