
CROSSING THE SEAS WITH THE CAPRARIS
Empowering Nationals to Expand the Church in Africa

Six Flags Theme Park close to where John grew up has a roller coaster called Kingda Ka which at the time it was built was the 
tallest and fastest roller coaster in the U.S. It reaches heights of 456 feet and speeds of 128 mph (in 0 to 3 seconds). We feel 
like we’ve been on the Kingda Ka of life. 

In the book of Genesis there is an incredible story of God’s sovereignty seen 
through the life of Joseph. His life must have seemed like the roller coaster 
of all roller coasters! He went from being the favorite son, to being sold into 
slavery by his brothers, to being the highest servant in an important house-
hold of Egypt, to being framed for having an affair with his master’s wife, to 
being put in jail, and eventually to being made second in command of the 
greatest and most powerful nation of his time. WOW! Talk about ups and 
downs!

We hit the ground running with language school upon arriving in Tanzania. 
This language school was in a town called Iringa. The property the language 
school is on is adjacent to the property where Dan and Tina Moyer now live, 
so we stayed in a “banda” on their property and opted for the 10-minute trek 
to the school. Our highlight of this time was a friendship that we made with a 
local Grace pastor, Evani Simtowe. When he graduated from Tanzanian Grace 
Bible Institute he went to the town of Iringa to be a pioneer church planter. Some 15 years later there are four churches which 
he started. We spent many Sundays with this man and his wife at his different churches and shared meals in their living room. 
When things started going south early on in this pregnancy with the “threatened miscarriage,” he was right there by our side to 
visit us and pray for us. We look forward to future opportunities to work closely with this couple.

We left for Mwanza, Tanzania, towards the end of November. We loved finally 
reaching the city where we imagined being so often and with the people 
whom we had so often prayed. We had a love for this place before even ar-
riving. Our time in Mwanza before coming back to the States was short but 
so sweet. We spent a lot of time with the Shermans exploring the city and 
finding a place for us to stay. We loved getting to know our other partners in 
ministry, Methodi and Omelina Mwendapole, who preceded us in Mwanza 
by a year. We were welcomed warmly by the church which was planted in 
Mwanza city this last year. We had a weeklong Christmas conference that 
was filled with foundational teaching, joyful fellowship, and the proclamation 
of the gospel. It was a fruitful week!

During this conference we got to know a man named Isaac Mzaliwa. His dad 
is a pastor in Mbeya who was discipled by Naomi’s father, Ken Kemper. Isaac

  played an integral role in our conference as he led worship and emceed the 
whole event. He even preached one evening with only one hour’s notice! It was clear that he was a man who loved God and 
His Word, and he was gifted and talented in many ways. Issac went to college to be a teacher and is now a government em-
ployee (like almost every teacher in Tanzania) and he works in a village five hours away from any Grace church. On the final 
day of the conference we challenged Isaac to plant a church in the village where he teaches. Since that conversation he has 
committed to planting a church and has already seen three families make a decision to follow Jesus. 

March 2017

Naomi teaching some children

Visiting with a friend



A ministry opportunity has been inspired by this event. We want to 
create a video-based correspondence program that develops lead-
ers and trains church planters. Just like all of us, Isaac needs to be 
discipled, empowered, and encouraged. We cannot visit Isaac on a 
regular basis, nor can any other Grace pastor in Tanzania because 
of his location, but technology can. Technology is becoming more 
and more prevalent and we want to use that to reach the many 
“Isaacs” who are scattered throughout Tanzania to empower them 
to plant churches and reach their country which includes five million 
unreached people and 3x more Muslims than born again believers. 
This ministry fits our desire to reach these people and to empower 
nationals to expand the church in Tanzania and Africa. Please pray 
for Isaac and also this ministry opportunity.

There are many details and stories, even about this pregnancy 
alone, that would take a long time to share. With that said, we can
tell you that this journey has been like a roller coaster, with ups and 
downs and curves and turns. Many difficult decisions and painfully nervous events have occurred. At this very moment, the 
doctor is “cautiously optimistic” for a full-term delivery with a healthy baby and healthy mother the end of April. Through it all, 

we have been extremely thankful we have a God who 
continues to remind us of His sovereignty and compas-
sion for our family, and although we might be riding in the 
front seat of this roller coaster, all of you are riding right 
behind us in the rest of the seats as you pray, support, and 
encourage us so faithfully. 

Joseph’s story ends with an amazing discourse between 
him and his brothers who betrayed him years prior: “Don’t 
be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:19-
20). Wouldn’t it be exciting if God also used these circum-
stances and this time in our journey for the saving of many 
lives?
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