
CROSSING THE SEAS WITH THE CAPRARIS
Empowering Nationals to Expand the Church in Africa

EIGHT IN THREE
Eight times we have moved in the past three years. Whether it has been across 
the country or across the world, we have done lots of moving in a small amount 
of time. Although it can get tiring and sometimes frustrating, we keep on keeping 
on because we are fully convinced of the work God has called us to—empower-
ing nationals to expand the church in Africa. 

NEXT STEPS
We are excited to continue fulfilling that mission and settling down in a few 
months in the city of Dar es Salaam in the country of Tanzania as John has a 
two-year commitment teaching Bible to 6th-12th grade students at a Christian 
International School called Haven of Peace Academy. 

John will be teaching Bible to these students, but he will serve as a pastor to 
them more than anything else—desiring to see them transformed by Christ. 
Most of these students are not yet believers coming from all kinds of faiths like 
Islam, Hinduism, and others. We are already praying for God to open up the 
hearts, minds, and eyes of these students. 

We are also praying for bridges into these students’ lives. In addition to teaching at the school, we hope to work 
towards planting churches in the city of Dar es Salaam. The families the students are coming from are strategic 
families to reach in their respective communities. Join us in praying for opportunities to be made clear and for rela-
tionships to be established with these Tanzanians. 

KANISA LA NEEMA & GRACE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL
As many of you know, this has been a very difficult time in the relationship between the church that we work with 
and Grace Ministries International. One of our goals, responsibilities, and desires in these next two years is to 

do as much mending as possible. We believe God has called us to 
Tanzania for such a time as this. We would ask you all to pray for 
strength, grace, and wisdom as we seek to build God-honoring rela-
tionships with church leaders which will result in trust and to continue 
working with those pastors, churches, and ministries which are eager 
for us to serve alongside of them. We are hopeful and positive that in 
the years to come there will be a relationship in place that results in 
effective ministry and much fruit!

MWANZA
Great things continue to happen in the city of Mwanza where we had 
originally set off to live and work. Our co-worker, Method Mwenda-
pole, continues on by himself as the only missionary left in Mwanza. 
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Pray for this gifted man and his family as they have fully committed themselves 
to the work in Mwanza. Lots of preaching and teaching, leadership seminars, 
evangelistic campaigns, and more have been done, and there are currently six 
churches that have been started in this region of Tanzania. Our goal in the next 
few years is not to just leave Method and his family alone in this work, but to 
intentionally be in frequent communication participating together in the ministry 
and also to make trips (only a one-hour flight from Dar es Salaam) to visit and 
encourage this family and the churches in this area. 

In all of these different areas of life and ministry we strive to represent Christ 
well. There is a challenging and inspiring passage in the book of Titus which 
says, “...make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.” Join with us in 
making Jesus beautiful to others as we all live out life however God has called 
or placed us. 

SCHEDULE
It is our desire to leave you with a detailed schedule for the next month so you know how to pray for us in the days 
ahead:

July 19-21:  travel from Grand Rapids, MI, to Dar es Salaam
July 22-26:  look for a house to rent in this new city
July 27-30:  travel to Mwanza, pack our things, visit church leaders and Sunday church service
July 31-August 1: travel from Mwanza to Dar es Salaam by car
August 3-13:  travel from Dar es Salaam to Sumbawanga to greet leaders at church headquarters, share  
   our return to Tanzania, and talk together about plans for the future. Along the way we plan to 
   stop in specific cities like Iringa and Mbeya and visit with and encourage church leaders.
August 14-21:  Teacher Orientation at Haven of Peace Academy
August 22:  Start of school

Love,
John, Naomi & Jael

John and Naomi Caprari, c/o GMI, PO Box  9405, Grand Rapids, MI 49509
john.caprari@gracem.org                       naomi.caprari@gracem.org
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