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“We had no idea, our legs are
broken before the Lord,” one young
Tanzanian church planter said. An
older Tanzanian leader and church
planter said, “I thought we had
already finished the task, but come
to find out, there is still a lot of work
to do.”
The 21st Century Church in many
parts of the world reads a passage
like Romans 15:19-20 and thinks
that those times have passed:
“So from Jerusalem all the way to
Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the
gospel of Christ. It has always been
my ambition to preach the gospel
where Christ was not known, so that
I would not be building on someone
else’s foundation.”

God’s heart is for all of the nations.
No, not all of the countries. All of the
nations—meaning people groups. In
Africa, there are over 1,000 people
groups considered unreached. In
Tanzania there are 30. These unreached people groups need people
who have the same ambition as
Paul to preach the gospel where
Christ is still not known.
When COVID-19 started to make
some noise in Tanzania, we left
Dar es Salaam and traveled down
country where many of our affiliated
churches are located. We spent
three months outside of our base in
Dar in these areas building up the
church, encouraging leaders, and
mobilizing Tanzanians for missions.

It’s true, we do have many places
in the world that are like Jerusalem
and Illyricum, where the gospel of
Christ has been fully proclaimed.
But, let us not forget about the places and people groups around the
world where Christ is still not known.

We ran a very fruitful conference in
June which brought awareness to
reaching Unreached People Groups
in Tanzania and God’s heart for
missions. It was a great balance of
classroom time with discussions and
lectures, practical teaching with a
fellow Tanzanian missionary, and
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colleague of ours, field exposure,
finishing with debriefing and action
plans. This was a great beginning
for mobilizing Tanzanians for missions, and we expect more follow-up
training for these potential cross-cultural workers on some of the following topics: culture, leadership,
stewardship, evangelism amongMuslims, and even some business
and agricultural training.
Many of these young men, after being challenged, have decided with
their families to move and serve
among different Unreached People
Groups of Islamic faith in Tanzania. These families desire to enter
into cross-cultural ministry as they
leave their homes, families, and
subculture behind. Although there
will be many cultural and religious
challenges for these families working among these people groups,
the degree of culture being crossed
is significantly less compared to a
Westerner who might desire to live
among and reach these people
groups.

Training Tanzanians for missions
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Will you consider a one-time gift to
help one of these families start-up
a new ministry to reach Unreached
People Groups?
Our family was also able to lead
a missions trip with some of our
high school students from Haven of
Peace Academy. We had 12 students which represented eight different nationalities. The purpose of this
trip was for missions exposure for
these young but spiritually mature
students who are considering how
missions will play a role in their life
after school. Although the trip was
cut short by COVID-19, we still were
able to achieve our goal to expose
these students to different types of

missions, its purpose, and God’s
heart for the nations.
We are more convinced now than
ever that God has uniquely and
specifically called us to mobilize Africans for missions. We believe that
God has called us here to send the
unsent to reach the unreached. We
have had work permit challenges in
Tanzania for over four months now.
Please join with us in prayer as we
wait for our permits to be granted,
but also as we discern what God’s
next steps for our ministry might
look like on the continent of Africa.
John, Naomi
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The Capraris in Mbeya!

We are raising money for selected
families to have start-up funds—
something to provide these crosscultural workers with the ability to
develop a self-sustaining project/
livelihood which will empower them
to live and do ministry among UPGs
for years to come without continual
or monthly support. We are looking for support from our partners in
America to get behind these families
as they do cross-cultural ministry.
Each potential cross-cultural worker
will be evaluated, vetted, and
trained before receiving start-up
funds. GMI missionaries will also
follow their progress and continue
to encourage and develop them
in their ministries. The process of
evaluation has been prepared by
GMI Home Office staff, GMI missionaries, and also other African
missionaries already doing this type
of ministry on the continent.
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