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The house in Mbeya we are moving to

The girls wearing their “jubas”

We’re going home! 

There are a lot of sayings out there 
about home. One of the most popular 
ones goes like this - “home is wherever 
the heart is.” Another one by the writer 
of the book of Hebrews - “for this world 
is not our home; we are looking forward 
to our everlasting home in heaven” 
(Hebrews 13:14). Indeed, we do look 
forward to our everlasting home, and 
meeting many there, especially those 
who had the opportunity to hear and 
respond to the gospel from places with 
little Christian witness. As we anticipate 
that forever home in heaven, we faith-
fully follow God wherever it is He calls 
us to pursue what He has called us to 
do: to bring the gospel to unreached 
people groups, namely Islamic com-
munities, by empowering the church in 
Africa to reach out to these hard places 
and people. 

This year God has us moving to Mbeya, 
Tanzania. This is a place not unfamil-

iar to many of those who support the 
work we are doing here in Tanzania, 
because it is where Naomi spent many 
of her childhood years and where her 
parents lived and served for their final 
years in Tanzania before God called 
them to ministry in the United States. 
It is an incredible opportunity to move 
back home (well, for Naomi mostly, my 
(John) original “home” is and always will 
be Eastport, New York).

There are two main reasons why we 
believe God has us transitioning to 
Mbeya, (a 16 hour drive from where we 
currently live in Dar es Salaam, Tanza-
nia) for this season:

1.  A central location as home base 
for our missions training program. 
We plan to regularly train Tanza-
nians, Malawians, and Zambians 
to engage in mission outreach to 
unreached people groups, namely 
in Islamic communities. Mbeya, 
Tanzania is near the borders of 
Malawi and Zambia, and will serve 
as a great in-between location as 
the training program will be hosted 
in these places and others as well.

2. An opportunity to mobilize the 
church of Africa for missions. Many 
of the churches that we partner 
with in Africa are in the regions 
near Mbeya and quite far from 
where we currently live in Dar es 
Salaam. Our desire is that the 
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church as a whole can be mobi-
lized for missional engagement 
into these types of communities, 
and that they discover that they 
can be on the sending side of mis-
sions, and not only receiving. 

There are plenty of other advantages to 
this move, but these are the main two 
which will help us to accomplish the vi-
sion God has given us for the ministry in 
this part of the world. 

Please pray for HOPAC, the Christian 
International School that we have had 
the opportunity to serve for these past 
five years. It has been a blessing to 
serve with and for this community.

Please pray for the six cross-cultural 
workers we currently have trained and 
equipped who are working in differ-
ent capacities in four different regions 
throughout Tanzania which are concen-
trated within Islamic communities. Pray 
that they continue to be faithful to the 
calling they received from God, and that 
the Holy Spirit would bring Muslims to 
the place of knowing Christ as Savior.

Please pray for our missions training 
program which will run from October 
through March. We are currently ac-
cepting applications and preparing for 
the start of the program in October. 
We thank God for our partnership with 
fellow GMI team members, the Mango 

GMI home office team which came to Tanzania to host 
meetings for Tanzania missionaries and Burundi

missionaries, worshipping together at our church in
Dar es Salaam

We led a mission trip for HOPAC students to Mbeya for 
their service

and Mwanamoya families, who will 
help facilitate, and for other Tanzanian 
partners who will also be trainers and 
mentors for our students.

Finally, please pray for our family, as 
we transition to a new place and a new 
life in Mbeya which will come with new 
relationships, new work and new life 
rhythms, especially as Jael begins Kin-
dergarten and the twins, pre-school. 

God bless and thank you for your part-
nership for what God is doing in Tanza-
nia and East Africa.

John & Naomi Caprari + the girls.

John speaking at HOPAC graduation 2022Mango and Caprari family hosting a spiritual retreat and 
refresher course for the cross-cultural worker families 

working in Islamic communities


