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Missionary training students in class.

Missionary training students with bicycles for their 
outreaches in Muslim communities.

When Naomi and I left for Tanzania in 
2016 we set out on a mission to em-
power nationals to expand the church 
in Africa. It’s over six years later and this 
is still the mission we are committed to, 
and the mission you have sent us here 
to do and support us to make it happen. 
We thank God that we have had a lot of 
success in accomplishing this mission, 
although there have been various chal-
lenges and complications along the way. 
With that said, in this current season, 
we have never felt more satisfied that we 
are fulfilling this mission that God sent 
us to do here in Tanzania and in Africa.

In September 2022, we officially 
launched a missionary training program 
that would essentially train Africans to 
do mission work - we call them cross-
cultural workers (CCWs). We had com-
pleted a pilot program in 2020, but this 
time it was going to be on a larger scale. 
As this letter is being written, through 
our mission training program we are 
empowering thirteen Africans to do 
mission work in the hardest and most 
unreached places of Eastern and South-
ern Africa. We are focusing on what 

are called “Unreached People 
Groups” which have less than 2% 
Christians in them. Some of the 
groups that we are emphasizing 
are 99.9% Muslim. Currently, we 
have six cross-cultural workers 
doing mission work amongst 
these people groups. By God’s 
grace and your prayers by mid-
2023 we will have up to eighteen 
cross-cultural workers strategi-
cally placed and ministering 
amongst these people currently without 
access to the gospel.

What does empowering nation-
als to expand the church in Africa 
look like? It looks like missionary 
trainees getting experience crossing 
country borders. It looks like disci-
pling new believers from a Muslim 
background. It looks like praying 
every morning for unreached people 
groups. It looks like camping in 
remote areas to bring the good news 
of Jesus to those who do not know 
it. It looks like studying the Islamic 

religion, spiritual formation, entrepre-
neuship, and cross-cultural ministry 
in the classroom. It looks like facing 
forms of persecution like being hand-
cuffed, stoned, and placed in jail. 

Some of the famous words of the 
prophet Isaiah are “Here am I. Send 
me!”. The truth is that missionaries 
from the West are not going to the 
unreached people groups and most of 
our funds do not make it there either. 
According to World Christian Database, 
only 2% of missionaries are working in

unreached people groups. Furthermore, 
only 1% of all mission designated funds 
are directed towards ministry outreach 
amongst unreached people groups 
(World Christian Trends Table). May 
God use these families, these nation-
als we are empowering, who have said 
that they are ready to go and be sent, to 
bring the gospel to the peoples of this 
earth who do not have good access to it. 
And may God use you and I to empow-
er them, pray for them, and give to them 
to see to it that these statistics change 
for the better.

A number of our students in the missionary training 
program.



Eva with one of the neighborhood friends. She loves 
people and telling stories!

One of the things the girls love most about our new 
house is the garden! Here is Jael with a little harvest.

Naomi playing volleyball on a local Tanzanian team. 
Sports are great for building relationships with the 

community!

John and Naomi Caprari

On the home front we are all doing well. 
This past August, we moved to a new 
location in Tanzania called Mbeya. We 
are mostly settled into our new home 
and lifestyle. The girls all love their new 
life in Mbeya and enjoy the weather and 
local neighborhood kids that come to 
play at our house almost every day.

Please pray for our intensive missionary 
training program; all of the logistics and 
planning, the traveling, the teaching and 
learning, and the graduation and com-
missioning which will take place in the 
beginning of March. 

Please pray for our outreach on the 
islands of Zanzibar, one of the most 
unreached places in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
We expect to send more CCWs to the 
islands and initiate a sustainability proj-
ect on the islands for the islands. 

Please pray for our family in wisdom, in 
character, and in our relationships with 
the people God puts in our life and in 
our relationship with Him. We desire 
our ministry to be an overflow of our 
connection with Him!

As we enter into 2023, we continue 
to give thanks to God for the many 
people who not only support our family 
through prayers and giving, but for the 
countless people who truly love our 
family and this ministry. We could not 
do this without you. Let us keep mov-
ing forward together until the many 
unreached people groups of Africa have 
access to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ.

Meeting new friends in our neighborhood, at the local 
mosque and madrassa!

The girls and one of our old students from HOPAC 
decorating Christmas cookies together! So much 

creativity!


